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News from the top..!

Welcome to Spring, Citizens of Whitmore. The Mountain Music Faire is 
just around the corner. I have been given the honor from the members of 
the WVFC board to serve as president, after Art Tillis' many years of great, 
and often humorous leadership of the board. I moved to Whitmore 15 
years ago this past month, and became a fully trained volunteer Firefighter 
for the WVFC 14 years ago. I didn't know I was looking for a volunteer 
opportunity back then, just happy to live in a peaceful place in the country. 
     But at a community breakfast at the fire hall, I found out I could join and 
be a part of the fire department. I really wanted to be able to drive a 
firetruck. I didn't need to have any special skills other than pass a physical 
and background check. The same is true today. The most important 
quality is a desire to help your community. This newsletter goes out to over 
300 households, I am hoping there is one or two, or three of you still 
reading, thinking that you too could be a firefighter. This has been an 
amazing journey for me, learning skills, being in difficult situations, 
learning about myself, and helping my adopted hometown, Whitmore. 
Whatever I have given to the community in service has been returned to 
me many times over. 
     The Whitmore Volunteer Fire Company need recruits, to carry on the 
40 year tradition of service to the community. We serve over 155 square 
miles of Shasta County. Please call myself (604-9933), or Bill (472-3245) 
or Sara (472-3990), our new Assistant Chief. We would be glad to talk with 
you, and would welcome the opportunity to have you come to our 
training night, held on Thursdays at 7 PM. Thank you for 
being a part of a wonderful community.
Brian Abbott, WVFC Chairman 
530-604-9933

Whitmore School News  

Dear Whitmore Community Members 
It looks like Spring is here and if everything 
proceeds as usual, Summer will be right around the 
corner and the temperatures will soar. 
It has come to my attention that members of the 
community are using our recycle bins for their trash. This 
community is lucky enough to have a dumpster for the public to use for 
a small fee.  Save gas money and make use of the resource. If you must dump your trash 
at the school, use the dumpster. Please keep in mind that the school pays $190 a month for 
the dumpster and if the lid is not flush with the main dumpster, because more trash has 
been put in it than it was intended for, we are charged an additional fee, money being 
short for schools, added expenses mean less for the students.  So please do not take 
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Kilarc News 

Future of Kilarc 
Reservoir getting 
closer -
Kelly Sackheim and 
Dick Ely won't be 
available to attend 
the Whitmore Fair 
on May 11, but 
welcome individuals 
to make contact by 
sending an email 
with your contact 
information to 
kilarc@kchydro.com 
as soon as possible 
if you would like to 
be updated 
regarding the long-
awaited release of 
the Draft 
Environmental 
Impact Report by the 
California State 
Water Resources 
Control Board, that 
will be accepting 
comments until noon 
on Friday, May 24, 
2019.
Detailed primary 
source information is 
available at https://
www.waterboards.ca
.gov/waterrights/
water_issues/
programs/
water_quality_cert/
kilarc_cow/
#theCEQA
When we get a 
chance, updates will 
be posted at 
www.savekilarc.kchy
dro.com
Principal, Sackheim 
Consulting
ph: (916) 877-5947
fax/voice-msg: 
603) 571-5947
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advantage of the school and the students. The garden has been moved and 
the students are transporting soil to the new boxes.  The students have a list 
of the seeds they will be planting and because some of the staff will be on 
campus over the summer, they may try to grow some melons.  A green 
house is in the future and once the ground dries out, the garden shed will 
be moved to its new location. A water line is being added to the garden and 
power may be added as well.   Matt will be planting more flowers to 
brighten up the school grounds and the brush will be removed to help in fuel reduction. 
We are making up two snow days in the coming two months.  A minimum day is scheduled 
for Friday, May 24th, families will be able to start their three-day weekend a little early.  The 
last day of school has been moved to June 14th to make up the second snow day. 
 Kindergarten and Eighth grade graduations and a whole school assembly are scheduled for 
that day.  Students will be released at 1:15 p.m.  You are invited to attend the graduations if 
you would like to support one of the students.  The awards assembly and graduation 
ceremonies will begin at 12:15 p.m. The June board meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 
11th at 6:30 p.m. 
The library is on limited hours due to a lack of volunteers.  If you have a couple of hours that 
you would like to share with the community, consider joining the library volunteers.  They 
will be happy to share their knowledge with you.  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Whitmore 
Community 
Center  

WCC board meeting-May 
8th, 7:00pm at the 
Community Center.

Mother’s Day breakfast will 
be held on Sunday, May 
12th from 8-11am. Come 
join us for good food and 
good company!
Just $8 for all you can eat, 
kids 10 and under $3. 
Regular community 
breakfast is on June 9th, 
8-11am.
Bingo return in September. 

Whitmore 
Library
The Library contains print 
materials that range from 
ancient history to current 
events.  There is a 
Covered Wagon Series of 
local events from the 
1950s.  Ever see a 
picture of Redding with 
boats traveling on Market 
Street?  The Library also 
has several magazine 
subscriptions for adults 
and children.  Going to 
the Mountain Music 
Fair?  Stop at the Library 
table and collect an 
armload of free books.  
 Thank you to all who 
those who have donated 
in the past.  We fit what 
we can in the Library and 
discard duplicate and 
older books.  We have 
about 10 - 12 boxes of 
books which have been 
purged from the Library.  
 The Library also has free 
books in a rack outside 
the Library.  School is out 
in mid June and the 
Library hours may 
change.  We are always 
looking for volunteers to 
donate a few hours a 
week so the Library can 
be opened more days 
each week.  Call Jeri at 
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WVFC  

The WVFC 
conducts training 
on Thursdays at 
7pm at the Fire 
Hall. Contact 
Chief Bill Ellis at 
472-3245 or 
Assistant Chief  
Sara West at 
472-3990. The 
next board 
meeting will be on 
May 27th at 6:30 
at the Fire Hall.

Whitmore 
Fire Safe 
Council 

The WFSC has 
received formal notice 
of denial for the CCI 
grant for 2018-2019. 
the CFSC grant 
window has opened 
and we will be 
applying. The next 
meeting will be on 
June 11th at 7pm at 
the Community 
Center. FireWise 
phone trees are being 
made and progress is 
happening! Get to 
know your neighbors. 
Find out who you 
Resident Leader is...!!!

Chris Withey 

WFSC Chairman 
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NFPA Public Education Division e 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education ©NFPA 2016

Hoarding and Fire:

Do you have a person in your life who may be a hoarder? Hoarding is a condition 
where a person has persistent difficulty discarding personal possessions. The large 
amount of possessions fill the home and prevent the normal use of the space. Living 
space becomes cluttered. It may be unusable. Hoarding brings distress and emotional 
health concerns.

WHY HOARDING INCREASES FIRE RISKS 
U Cooking is unsafe if flammable items are close to
 the stove or oven.   
UÊÊ Heating units may be too close to things that can 

burn. They might also be placed on unstable surfaces. 
If a heater tips over into a pile, it can cause a fire. 

UÊÊ Electrical wiring may be old or worn from the weight 
of piles. Pests could chew on wires. Damaged wires 
can start fires.

UÊÊ Open flames from smoking materials or candles in a 
home with excess clutter are very dangerous. 

UÊÊ Blocked pathways and exits may hinder escape from
 a fire.

HOW HOARDING IMPACTS FIRST RESPONDERS
U Hoarding puts first responders in harm’s way. 
UÊÊ Firefighters cannot move swiftly through a home
 filled with clutter. 
UÊÊ Responders can be trapped in a home when exits
 are blocked. They can be injured by objects falling 

from piles.  
UÊÊ The weight of the stored items, especially if water is 

added to put out a fire, can lead to building collapse.
UÊÊ Fighting fires is very risky in a hoarding home. It is 

hard to enter the home to provide medical care.
 The clutter impedes the search and rescue of people 

and pets.

How Can You Help Reduce

the Risk of Fire Injury
 4 When talking a person who 

hoards, focus on safety rather 
than the clutter. Be empathetic. 
Match the person’s language. If 
they call it hoarding, then you 
can call it hoarding.

 4  Help the residents make a 
home safety and escape plan. 
Stress the importance of clear 
pathways and exits. Practice 
the plan often. Exit routes 
may change as new items are 
brought into the home.

 4  Install working smoke alarms 
in the home. Test them at least 
once a month. 

 4  Reach out to community 
resources. Talk to members 
of the fire department to alert 
them of your concerns. They 
may be able to connect you with 
members of a hoarding task 
force for additional help.

Hoarding and Fire:
Reducing the Risk Reducing the Risk 
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WildfireWildfire

Every year, wildfires 
burn across the U.S., 
and more and more 
people are living where 
wildfires are a real 
risk. But by working 
together, residents 
can make their own 
property — and their 
neighborhood — much 
safer from wildfire.  

Every year, wildfires 
burn across the U.S., 
and more and more 
people are living where 
wildfires are a real 
risk. But by working 
together, residents 
can make their own 
property — and their 
neighborhood — much 
safer from wildfire.  Risk ReductionRisk Reduction

Action Items to Improve Your Home’s Survivability:
•  REMOVE leaves, pine needles, and other flammable 

material from the roof, gutters, and on and under the 
deck to help prevent embers from igniting your home.

•  SCREEN areas below decks and porches with 1/8” 
wire mesh to help prevent material from accumulating 
underneath.

•  COVER exterior attic and soffit vents with 1/8” wire mesh 
to help prevent sparks from entering your home.

• ENCLOSE eaves to help prevent ember entry.
•  INSPECT shingles or roof tiles. REPLACE missing shingles 

or tiles. COVER ends of tiles with bird stops or cement to 
help prevent ember penetration during a wildfire.

Tips for Landscaping Around Your Home
•  REMOVE dead vegetation and other flammable 

materials, especially within the first 5 feet of the home.
•  KEEP your lawn hydrated and maintained. If it is brown, 

cut it down to help reduce fire intensity.
•  PRUNE tree limbs so the lowest branches are 6 to 10 

feet above the ground to help reduce the chance of fire 
getting into the crowns of the trees.

•  MOVE construction material, trash, and woodpiles 
at least 30 feet away from the home and other 
outbuildings.

•  DISPOSE of branches, weeds, leaves, pine needles, and 
grass clippings that you have cut to reduce fuel for fire.

YOU CAN 
MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE!
Increase your wildfire safety. 
Make simple low-cost changes 
to your home and landscape 
starting today.

Visit www.firewise.org for 
more information.

10 Safety Tips10 Safety Tips

© 2018 National Fire Protection Association / November 2018

Image by NFPA, with funding from USDA Forest Service
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Hoarding and Fire:
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UÊÊ Electrical wiring may be old or worn from the weight 
of piles. Pests could chew on wires. Damaged wires 
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UÊÊ The weight of the stored items, especially if water is 

added to put out a fire, can lead to building collapse.
UÊÊ Fighting fires is very risky in a hoarding home. It is 

hard to enter the home to provide medical care.
 The clutter impedes the search and rescue of people 
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How Can You Help Reduce

the Risk of Fire Injury
 4 When talking a person who 

hoards, focus on safety rather 
than the clutter. Be empathetic. 
Match the person’s language. If 
they call it hoarding, then you 
can call it hoarding.

 4  Help the residents make a 
home safety and escape plan. 
Stress the importance of clear 
pathways and exits. Practice 
the plan often. Exit routes 
may change as new items are 
brought into the home.

 4  Install working smoke alarms 
in the home. Test them at least 
once a month. 

 4  Reach out to community 
resources. Talk to members 
of the fire department to alert 
them of your concerns. They 
may be able to connect you with 
members of a hoarding task 
force for additional help.

Hoarding and Fire:
Reducing the Risk Reducing the Risk 
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